Ellis Soda Shoppe and Grill 

 The soda shop opened its doors in July, and come lunchtime, it always has people lined up at the door. 
Located in the building that housed Ellis Pharmacy for almost 50 years, the restaurant opened May 16, one year and a day after the door of the drug store was locked for the last time. It’s also a museum of the old-time pharmacy and 20th century Abingdon. 
“The old soda fountains in drug stores, they were the gathering places in the community years ago,” said owner Doug Ellis, whose father ran the pharmacy for many years. “I really and truly couldn’t think of anything more fun to do. I grew up working in this drug store.” 
Ironically, he said when his father moved the pharmacy to this building in 1959 he faced criticism from those who believed the business would fail because it had no soda fountain inside. 
Now Ellis serves hand-mixed sodas along with sandwiches, burgers, salads and appetizers, and the restaurant displays historic pictures of Abingdon and relics Harold and Yvonne Ellis collected over the years from area pharmacies. 
Soda jerk Happy Blevins said the restaurant has had customers from everywhere – but mostly locals who remember getting prescriptions filled at the pharmacy. 
“It’s just a little bit richer to me, they have a richer taste,” she said of the sodas made here compared with those that come pre-made at chain restaurants. “It brings back a lot of memories for people. ... It’s fun to sit and reminisce.” Open-Mon.-Sat. 
